
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
Regular Meeting – March 14, 2011, 3:00 PM 

73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Conference Room 115 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 

      
Tele-conference location: 

State of California 
Resources Agency 

1416 Ninth St., Room 1305 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
1.0 Call to Order & Introductions 
 
2.0 Approval of Minutes of January 10, 2011 meeting (The minutes will be distributed 

separately next week as Kerrie has been out much of February.) 
 
3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

At this time any member of the public may address the Governing Board on any item not 
on the agenda. The Board cannot take action on an item not on the agenda, but it can place 
it on the agenda for a future meeting. For items on the agenda, there will be an opportunity 
to speak when that item is heard. The Chair may limit the time for each speaker. Any 
written material may be submitted to the person taking minutes. 

 
4.0 Action items – public hearing   (If there is any member of the public who wishes to 

address the Governing Board before action is taken, testimony from the public should be 
taken prior to a vote.) 

 
4.1 Resolution 2011-05 approving a local assistance grant to the Friends of the Desert 

Mountains for the acquisition of approximately 114.42 acres in the Snow Creek 
portion of the San Jacinto/San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife Movement Corridor 
area. (See Attachment 1.) 

4.2 Resolution 2011-06 approving a local assistance grant to the Friends of the Desert 
Mountains for the acquisition of approximately 40 acres in the Edom Hill area and 
approximately 359 acres in the Thermal Canyon area. (See Attachment 2.) 

 
5.0 Reports 

5.1 Written reports from staff   (See Attachment 3.) 
5.2 Board Member comments and reports from Conservancy member agencies. This is 

an opportunity for any of the Governing Board Members to present a report on 
matters of interest regarding the agency he or she represents.  

 
6.0 Closed Session – One matter is scheduled 

Pursuant to Government Code sections 11126 (a)(1), 11126 (e)(1) and 11126.3(a) the 
Board may hold a closed session to discuss and take possible action on personnel matters 
and or receive advice of counsel on pending or potential litigation. In addition, pursuant 
to Government Code section 11126 (c) 7 (A) the Board may meet in closed session with 
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its negotiator prior to the purchase or sale of real property by or for the state body to give 
instructions to its negotiator regarding the price and terms of payment for the purchase or 
sale. Confidential memoranda related to these issues may be considered during such 
closed session discussions. The matter scheduled for Closed Session is a personnel matter 
pertaining to the effects of the current vacancy in the Staff Environmental Scientist 
position and the search for a new Executive Director as a result of the anticipated 
retirement of the current Executive Director.  

 
7.0 Adjourn to the May 9, 2011 meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This agenda is available on our website at http://www.cvmc.ca.gov. Anyone with questions 
about any item on the agenda may contact the Conservancy at 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 
205, Palm Desert, CA 92260. The phone number is (760) 776-5026.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 – March 14, 2011 
 
Agenda Item 4.1 Resolution 2011-05 approving a local assistance grant to the Friends of the 

Desert Mountains for the acquisition of approximately 114.42 acres in the 
Snow Creek portion of the San Jacinto/San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife 
Movement Corridor area. 

  
BACKGROUND 
 
At its January meeting, the Governing Board approved several acquisitions in the Stubbe Canyon 
Wash area of the San Jacinto/San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife Movement Corridor. The 
appraisal that was used for those acquisitions had also appraised a number of other properties in 
the corridor.  The owners of several parcels in the Snow Creek portion of the corridor have 
indicated a desire to sell their land to the Friends of the Desert Mountains, and the Friends are 
requesting a grant from the Conservancy for the acquisition.  
 
The Snow Creek area is on the south side of I-10 and stretches eastward from the point at which 
the two Stubbe undercrossings on I-10 provide for wildlife to go under the freeway, thus linking 
the transverse ranges (San Bernardino Mountains) with the peninsular ranges (San Jacinto and 
Santa Rosa Mountains).  The Snow Creek area is a broad alluvial fan emanating primarily from 
Snow Creek and Falls Creek canyons, which provide access routes into the mountains and which 
have permanent water sources. The functionality of the corridor depends on effective 
conservation of the Snow Creek area.  For more than 10 years, a conservation partnership 
including the Conservancy, Friends, BLM, and The Wildlands Conservancy has been acquiring 
land in the Snow Creek area. The map on the following page shows the areas that have been 
previously conserved. The parcels now proposed for acquisition are important inholdings within 
the conserved area. One of them also has frontage on Snow Creek Road, which will enhance 
current BLM efforts to fence and gate areas along Snow Creek Road to control off road vehicle 
trespass, which has been a considerable problem in this area. This is also an important sand 
transport area as sediment from the San Gorgonio River is carried through this area.  This sand 
transport is critical to the long-term viability of the sand dunes and sand hummocks habitat in the 
Snow Creek Conservation Area and in the Whitewater River Floodplain Conservation Area 
farther east. The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail passes through or adjacent to several of the 
parcels. The area is also of tremendous scenic beauty and importance and affords visitors to the 
Coachella Valley on I-10 and Highway 111 with their first impression of the valley with an 
unspoiled view of San Jacinto Peak. This steep escarpment climbs over 10,000 feet in 7 
horizontal miles: one of the largest gains in elevation over such a small horizontal distance in the 
contiguous United States. 
 
Seven parcels totaling 107.03 acres are available for purchase. The appraised value is 
$352,500.Up to an additional $5,500 is requested for closing costs, for a total grant request of a 
not to exceed amount of $358,000. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the attached Resolution 2011-05. 
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RESOLUTION 2011-05 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 

ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION 
MARCH 14, 2011 

 
APPROVING A LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT TO THE FRIENDS OF THE DESERT 

MOUNTAINS FOR THE PURCHASE OF LAND IN THE SNOW CREEK PORTION OF 
THE SAN JACINTO/SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS WILDLIFE MOVEMENT 

CORRIDOR 
 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy for the purpose, among other things, of acquiring and holding, in perpetual open 
space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural community conservation 
lands, upon approval of a Natural Community Conservation Plan, for the protection of natural 
and cultural resources and the public’s enjoyment thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy may “in 
order to further the conservancy’s purposes as set forth in Section 33501, award grants to cities, 
counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit organizations….”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Friends of the Desert Mountains (“Friends”) is a nonprofit organization 
qualified as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1954, and has as its purpose the acquisition and protection of land in the Coachella Valley area; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 522-030-011, 015, 017, 019, and 020, and 522-060-008 
and 009 comprising approximately 107.03 acres in unincorporated Riverside County in the Santa 
Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument, contains important resource values 
including wildlife movement corridor, sand transport, recreational, and scenic values; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is in furtherance of the Conservancy’s purposes as established in Public 
Resources Code Section 33501 to protect this area; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Friends requests a local assistance grant not to exceed $358,000 to purchase this 
property, including the purchase price ($352,500) and transaction-related costs (not to exceed 
$5,500); and 
 
WHEREAS, this acquisition is exempt from further CEQA review pursuant to sections 15061 (b) 
(3), 15313, 15316, and 15325 of the Code of Regulations, Title 14; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the Coachella 
Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board approves a local assistance grant not to exceed 
$358,000 to the Friends to assist with the acquisition; and 
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RESOLUTION 2011-05, March 14, 2011 – Page two 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER resolved, that a condition of the grant is that the Friends shall enter into an 
Acquisition Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which shall contain provisions requiring the 
following: 
 

1. That the Friends will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Conservancy and 
the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents or employees against any 
and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts, judgments, costs, or expenses, 
including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or in any way connected to the 
Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct relating in any way to this agreement and 
the Real Property, including, but not limited to, any such losses, damages, or expenses 
arising out of (a) loss of or damage to the Real Property, and (b) injury to or death of 
persons; 

 
2. That the Friends shall execute and record a Notice of Unrecorded Grant Agreement and 

execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Conservancy designed to assure that 
the properties acquired with the grant sum shall be protected, maintained, and managed 
consistent with the Conservancy's mission as defined in Public Resources Code Section 
33501; 

 
3. That the Friends must return all funds not used for the acquisition purpose described 

above no later than July 31, 2011, unless both parties mutually agree in writing to an 
extension; 

 
4. That the Friends shall not convey title or any other interest in the properties acquired with 

the grant sum to any other person or entity without the express written approval of the 
Conservancy; 

 
5. That upon the sale or conveyance of any interest in the property acquired with the grant 

sum, the Friends shall reimburse the Conservancy for the full amount of the grant sum 
unless the funds received from the sale or conveyance are less than the amount of the 
grant sum, whereupon the Friends shall provide the Conservancy with all funds obtained 
from the sale or conveyance less costs incurred by the Friends arising from the sale or 
conveyance; 

 
6. That if the Friends ceases to exist as an organization or if the Friends materially breaches 

the grant agreement, title to the properties acquired with the grant sum shall automatically 
be conveyed to the State of California upon approval by the State Public Works Board; 

 
7. That the Friends shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was spent for a 

period of three years and shall make such records available for inspection by the 
Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by either agency;  

 
8. That the Conservancy shall review and approve all documents pertaining to the 

acquisition of the properties described above, including but not limited to title reports 
obtained by Friends prior to acquisition of said properties; and 
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RESOLUTION 2011-05, March 14, 2011 – Page three 
 

9. That any unused grant funds must be returned to the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy, along with any accrued interest, not later than one month after the project 
completion date. Should interest be earned on the grant funds between their disbursement 
and expenditure for the purchase of the property, the interest may be applied toward the 
purchase price. Otherwise, any such interest must be paid to the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy. No revenue will be generated by Grantee from the property 
acquired with the grant funds. 

 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes its Chairperson, or in his absence 
the Executive Director, to execute any and all documents necessary to effect the grant. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 14th day of March 2011, by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSTENTIONS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
                
       Ellen Lloyd Trover, Chairman 
       Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
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ATTACHMENT 2 – March 14, 2011 

 
Agenda Item 4.2 Resolution 2011-06 approving a local assistance grant to the Friends of the 

Desert Mountains for the acquisition of approximately 40 acres in the 
Edom Hill area and approximately 359 acres in the Thermal Canyon area.  

  
BACKGROUND 
 
Prior to the freeze on bond funds, the Conservancy had made several grants in the Edom Hill 
area to the Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) and Friends of the Desert Mountains 
(Friends) for the acquisition of land in what is designated as the Edom Hill Conservation Area in 
the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan 
(MSHCP). The Edom Hill Conservation Area provides habitat for a number of the Covered 
Species under the MSHCP, serves as a Biological Corridor between the Thousand Palms 
Conservation Area and the Willow Hole Conservation Area, and functions as a sand source and 
transport area for the Willow Hole Conservation Area.  Conservancy grants to CNLM provided 
matching funds for Section 6 Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund grants and as 
a supplement to Coachella Valley Fringe-toed Lizard Habitat Conservation Plan mitigation fee 
funds. When those funding sources were exhausted, grants to the Friends continued the 
acquisition of inholdings in this area. As can be seen from the attached map, these efforts 
succeeded in acquiring the majority of this Conservation Area, thus substantially helping to 
implement the MSHCP in this area.  
 
Also prior to the freeze, the Conservancy had provided grant funding to the Friends to acquire 
parcels in the Thermal Canyon area, an important wildlife movement corridor connecting Joshua 
Tree National Park and the Mecca Hills Wilderness. Several acquisitions occurred prior to the 
freeze, but the freeze prevented further efforts.  Again, with the lifting of the freeze, the Friends 
sought to resume acquisition efforts in that area by appraising parcels whose owners were 
interested in selling.  
 
In that context, last fall the Friends undertook an appraisal of parcels with willing sellers in the 
Edom Hill area, the Thermal Canyon area, and in a third area, Martinez Canyon, to continue 
acquisition projects that had begun before the bond freeze and which were part of the 
Conservancy’s priority projects.  The appraisal was completed in October, at the same time as 
several other appraisals. As with the others, Conservancy staff determined at that time that the 
Department of General Services (DGS) had a backlog of appraisals to review and it would be at 
least two to three months before it could initiate a review. This appraisal, along with the others 
was then sent out for review by an independent MAI appraiser. While the other appraisals were 
approved and grants for acquisitions were subsequently approved by the Governing Board in 
January, this appraisal was not initially approved. The reviewer, instead, made numerous 
comments about aspects of the appraisal that he found deficient. He did not, however, believe the 
appraisal was fatally flawed as to the values conclusions, and recommended that the appraiser be 
given the opportunity to correct the deficiencies and resubmit the appraisal for review. The 
appraiser subsequently talked with the reviewer to understand better what the reviewer’s 
concerns were so he could make the appropriate revisions, including improving the maps, adding 
more comparable sales, and more fully explaining and supporting the adjustments to the values 
of the comparable sales to arrive at  value conclusions. Those revisions have been completed, 
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and the appraisal has been approved. The Friends has requested that the Conservancy approve a 
grant at its meeting for two parcels in the Edom Hill area and three parcels in the Thermal 
Canyon area. These parcels belong to landowners who have been actively trying to sell their 
parcels to the Friends since last summer. The two parcels in the Edom Hill area would 
consolidate conservation ownership in a large portion of the Conservation Area. The three 
parcels in the Thermal Canyon area include significant portions of the canyon on the south side 
of I-10.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of attached Resolution 2011-06. 
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RESOLUTION 2011-06 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 

ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION 
MARCH 14, 2011 

 
APPROVING A LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT TO THE FRIENDS OF THE 

DESERT MOUNTAINS FOR THE PURCHASE OF LAND IN THE EDOM HILL 
CONSERVATION AREA AND THE THERMAL CANYON WILDLIFE 

MOVEMENT CORRIDOR 
 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy for the purpose, among other things, of acquiring and holding, in perpetual 
open space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural community 
conservation lands, upon approval of a Natural Community Conservation Plan, for the 
protection of natural and cultural resources and the public’s enjoyment thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy may 
“in order to further the conservancy’s purposes as set forth in Section 33501, award grants to 
cities, counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit organizations….”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Friends of the Desert Mountains (“Friends”) is a nonprofit organization 
qualified as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1954, and has as its purpose the acquisition and protection of land in the Coachella Valley 
area; and 
 
WHEREAS, Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 659-130-011 and 013 comprising approximately 
40.00 acres in unincorporated Riverside County in the Edom Hill Conservation Area and 
APNs 717-050-003 and 008 and 717-100-011 comprising approximately 359.00 acres in 
unincorporated Riverside County in the Thermal Canyon wildlife movement corridor, 
contain important resource values including wildlife movement corridor, sand transport, 
sensitive species habitat, and scenic values; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is in furtherance of the Conservancy’s purposes as established in Public 
Resources Code Section 33501 to protect this area; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Friends requests a local assistance grant not to exceed $657,000 to purchase 
this property, including the purchase price and transaction-related costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, this acquisition is exempt from further CEQA review pursuant to sections 
15061 (b) (3), 15313, 15316, and 15325 of the Code of Regulations, Title 14; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board approves a local assistance grant 
not to exceed $657,000 to the Friends to assist with the acquisition; and 
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RESOLUTION 2011-06, March 14, 2011 – Page two 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER resolved, that a condition of the grant is that the Friends shall enter into an 
Acquisition Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which shall contain provisions requiring 
the following: 
 

1. That the Friends will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Conservancy 
and the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents or employees 
against any and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts, judgments, costs, or 
expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or in any way connected 
to the Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct relating in any way to this 
agreement and the Real Property, including, but not limited to, any such losses, 
damages, or expenses arising out of (a) loss of or damage to the Real Property, and 
(b) injury to or death of persons; 

 
2. That the Friends shall execute and record a Notice of Unrecorded Grant Agreement 

and execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Conservancy designed to 
assure that the properties acquired with the grant sum shall be protected, maintained, 
and managed consistent with the Conservancy's mission as defined in Public 
Resources Code Section 33501; 

 
3. That the Friends must return all funds not used for the acquisition purpose described 

above no later than July 31, 2011, unless both parties mutually agree in writing to an 
extension; 

 
4. That the Friends shall not convey title or any other interest in the properties acquired 

with the grant sum to any other person or entity without the express written approval 
of the Conservancy; 

 
5. That upon the sale or conveyance of any interest in the property acquired with the 

grant sum, the Friends shall reimburse the Conservancy for the full amount of the 
grant sum unless the funds received from the sale or conveyance are less than the 
amount of the grant sum, whereupon the Friends shall provide the Conservancy with 
all funds obtained from the sale or conveyance less costs incurred by the Friends 
arising from the sale or conveyance; 

 
6. That if the Friends ceases to exist as an organization or if the Friends materially 

breaches the grant agreement, title to the properties acquired with the grant sum shall 
automatically be conveyed to the State of California upon approval by the State 
Public Works Board; 

 
7. That the Friends shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was spent 

for a period of three years and shall make such records available for inspection by the 
Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by either agency;  

 
8. That the Conservancy shall review and approve all documents pertaining to the 

acquisition of the properties described above, including but not limited to title reports 
obtained by Friends prior to acquisition of said properties; and 
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RESOLUTION 2011-06, March 14, 2011 – Page three 
 

9. That any unused grant funds must be returned to the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy, along with any accrued interest, not later than one month after the 
project completion date. Should interest be earned on the grant funds between their 
disbursement and expenditure for the purchase of the property, the interest may be 
applied toward the purchase price. Otherwise, any such interest must be paid to the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy. No revenue will be generated by Grantee 
from the property acquired with the grant funds. 

 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes its Chairperson, or in his 
absence the Executive Director, to execute any and all documents necessary to effect the 
grant. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 14th day of March 2011, by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSTENTIONS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
               
       Ellen Lloyd Trover, Chairman 
       Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
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 ATTACHMENT 3 – March 14, 2011 
 

Agenda Item 5.1 Written Reports from Staff 
 
Regarding the acquisitions for which the Conservancy approved grants at the January 
meeting, the status of the projects is: 
 

 Pine Mountain, 640 acres in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument – escrow has closed. 

 Pinyon View, 627.75 acres in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument – escrow has closed. 

 Stearns Bank – 259.61 acres in the San Bernardino-Little San Bernardino Mountains 
Wildlife Movement Corridor – scheduled for recordation and close of escrow pending 
approval of corrected legal description. The estimated latest date for close of escrow is 
March 8, 2011. 

 Croutch – 5.0 acres in the San Jacinto-San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife Movement 
Corridor – set for recording and close of escrow on March 4, 2011 

 Bird/Rietkirk – 5.0 acres in the San Jacinto-San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife 
Movement Corridor – set for recording and close of escrow on March 4, 2011 

 Wilkinson - 2.5 acres in the San Jacinto-San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife 
Movement Corridor – in escrow; a title issue has surfaced requiring an affidavit 
regarding real property of small value that has not been filed yet. 

 Smith – c. 160 acres in the San Jacinto-San Bernardino Mountains Wildlife Movement 
Corridor – awaiting finalization of negotiations with landowner over how much of the 
property will be retained by Seller to ensure that only the vacant portion of the 
property is acquired by the Friends. Seller has until March 7 to accept the Friends’ 
final offer. 

 
Conservancy staff has continued to assist the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
with its acquisition program in our capacity as its Acquisitions Manager. One acquisition in 
the Thousand Palms Conservation Area, several in the Willow Hole Conservation Area, 
several in the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area, and several 
land donations were approved by the Commission at its January meeting, and most have 
closed escrow or are scheduled for recordation within days. One of these acquisitions also 
obtained approval by the Wildlife Conservation Board at its February meeting for a subgrant 
of federal Section 6 Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund money to the 
Commission for the acquisition. This acquisition should close escrow by the end of April. 
These acquisitions increase the total of acquisitions by the Commission to more than 1,700 
acres with a total value of over $17,000,000, with funds coming from CVAG transportation 
mitigation funds, federal Section 6 Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 
money, Environmental Enhancement Mitigation grant funds, and land donations and bargain 
sales. 
 
Pursuant to a contract with the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission, Conservancy 
staff also continues preparation of Management Plans for the 6 units of the Reserve System 
established under the CV MSHCP/NCCP.   
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